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Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1892 edition. Excerpt: . Browning s Criticism of Xife. i. HUMAN NATURE AND
CONDUCT. All artistic literature may be regarded from two points of view, from one of which we have presented
for our study and enjoyment its literary form, and from the other its subject-matter. Though form and
substance are so closely related and blended as to constitute what is virtually an organic whole, it is allowable
to select either of these two aspects for discussion, when the occasion requires it. But in that case it will be
necessary to remember that it is not possible to give a complete critical estimate of any artistic literary
production whose subject-matter alone is to be discussed; nor, on the other hand, is it legitimate rigidly to limit
d priori either subject-matter or form, until our science of criticism shall approach nearer completion than it
does to-day. Certain primary conditions of artistic production must of course be satisfied; but at the same time,
while judging, as we must, according to accepted canons, it is necessary to keep in mind the fact that we are
judging more or less experimentally and tentatively only, and must not B award praise simply on the ground of
conformity to an accepted standard which is admittedly incomplete, nor blame because of divergence from it
This is no plea for licence, but only for such carefulness as the continued evolution of artistic production, and
the consequent unfinished state of literary scientific criticism demand. As so...
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