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TECHNOLOGICAL TOYS FACILITATE CHILDREN'S LEARNING

GRIN Verlag Gmbh Okt 2014, 2014. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 211x172x6 mm. Neuware - Scholarly
Research paper from the year 2014 in the subject Pedagogy - Common Didactics, Educational Objectives,
Methods, , language: English, abstract: Childhood play is a critical component that contributes to the language
competences of children. Developmental theory highlights the importance of social interactions during
caregiver-child play in fostering language acquisition of children (Vygotsky, 1978). The inclusions of
conventional toys, such as blocks and puzzles, have been accredited to promoting language development in
children by encouraging the use of scaFolding techniques by the caregiver (Wood, Bruner, & Ross, 1976).
However, as society places more emphasis on technology in all aspects of life, the incorporation of
technological toys as a learning medium remains inconclusive. The purpose of this study was to investigate the
use of the VINCI tablet on language acquisition of children in order to assess (1) whether there are diFerences in
caregiver speech when either a traditional or technological toy is used during play and (2) what aspects of
caregiver speech vary. We found that the use of the VINCI tablet resulted in higher Preschool Learning Scales
FiIh Edition (PLS-5) post-test scores in comparison to the use of traditional toys. Furthermore caregivers
provided significantly more aFirmations when a technological toy was incorporated during play compared to
a traditional toy, and that the use of directive speech was associated with lower PLS-5 post-test scores. The
findings propose that technological toys provide the aFordance of immediate feedback that is absent in
traditional toys, and this aFordance may account for better learning outcomes via reinforcement. Implications
for early childhood education are discussed. 32 pp. Englisch.
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