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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. [.]lambulatory, whose roof rested on the one side against the main
buildings, and on the other was supported by open ornamental arcades, which, however, in these climates were
glazed. The cloisters were often vaulted in richly moulded stonework, and were fitted up with benches for
reading, chiefly on the side adjoining the church. The space or quadrilateral area enclosed by them was called
the Cloister-Garth, in the centre of which a statue or handsome fountain stood. The cloisters were generally
entered from the church by the south aisle, at the point where it adjoins the transept; but here, at Mellifont, the
entrance was direct from the south transept itself. This a glance at the ground-plan will show; though it may
have been otherwise in the primitive church; for, when it underwent alterations, the transepts were widened by
the addition of an aisle to each; and, the cloister being thus encroached on, a change was necessary in it also.
Adjoining the transept, and at right angles with the cloister, on the left, was a narrow hall or cell which
contained books, chiefly the Sacred].].
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