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programs are achieving their intended objectives. In most cases, the success or failure of U.S. foreign aid
programs is not entirely clear, in part because historically, most aid programs have not been evaluated for the
purpose of determining their actual impact. The purpose and methodologies of foreign aid evaluation have
varied over the decades, responding to political and fiscal circumstances. Aid evaluation practices and policies
have variously focused on meeting program management needs, building institutional learning, accounting for
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meaningful aid evaluation have varied as well, but several are recurring. Persistent challenges to effective
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not undertake rigorous evaluation for all foreign aid activities.
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