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THE life of man might be portrayed as a series of rebirths, each of which consists in a passage from one world
into another. The state of affairs at any given instant is an unstable equilibrium between opposing forces and
values. One lives in one world and believes in another, suffering this and at the same time expecting or desiring
that. It would seem highly important to know which world this is, and to be able to describe that. But most of us
are hard-pressed when we are compelled to do so. Even poets and prophets, whose business it is to speak of
such matters, admit the difficulty. Some years ago Walter De la Mare wrote an essay on the Intellectual
Imagination. It was originally an address at Eton on the occasion of a memorial service to Rupert Brooke. It
was an attempt to capture the spirit of a young man who died before his poetry had disclosed the height and
depth of the world in which he lived. What he had expressed was enough to place him among those...
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