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0.lin.Excerpt: . .. not be so careless; | wonder how it is that men are always careless about their letters. The sale
was announced for one oclock. | wore a thick veil, for | did not wish to be recognised; the concierge of course
knew me, but she can be depended upon. The poor old woman was in tears, so sorry was she to see all your
pretty things sold up. You left owing her a hundred francs, but | have paid her; and talking of you we waited till
the auctioneer arrived. Everything had been pulled down; the tapestry from the walls, the picture, the two vases
| gave you were on the table waiting the stroke of the hammer. And then the men, all the marchands de
meubles in the quartier, came upstairs, spitting and talking coarsely-their foul voices went through me. They
stamped, spat, pulled the things about, nothing escaped them. One of them held up the Japanese dressing-
gown and made some horrible jokes; and the auctioneer, who was a humorist, answered, If there are any ladies
men present, we shall have some spirited bidding. The pastel | bought, and | shall keep it and try to find some
excuse to satisfy my husband, but | send you the miniature, and | hope you will not let it be sold again. There
were many other things | should have liked to have bought but | did not dare-the organ that you used to play
hymns on and | waltzes on, the Turkish lamp which we could never agree about . . . but when | saw the satin
shoes which | gave you to carry the night of that adorable ball, and which...
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