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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1796 edition. Excerpt: . A LETTER CONCERNING TOLERATION. Honoured Sir, SINCE
you are pleased to inquire, what are my thoughts about the mutual toleration of Christians in their different
professions of religion, | must needs answer you freely, that | esteem that toleration to be the chief
characteristical mark of the true church. For whatsoever some people boast of the antiquity of places and
names, or of the pomp of their outward worship; others, of the reformation of their discipline; all, of the
orthodoxy of their faith; (for every one is orthodox to himself: ) these things, and all others of this nature, are
much rather marks of men striving for power and empire over one another, than of the church of Christ. Let
any one have never so true a claim to all these things, yet if he be destitute of charity, meekness, and good-will
in general towards all mankind, even to those that are not Christians, he is certainly yet short of being a true
Christian himself. The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, said our Saviour to his disciples, but ye
shall not be so. Luke xxii. 25. The business of true religion is quite another thing. It is not instituted in order to the
erecting of an external pomp, nor to the obtaining of ecclesiastical dominion, nor to the exercising of
compulsive force, but to the regulating of men s lives according to the rules of virtue and piety. Whosoever
will...
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